
Transrural Trust is working in the Tsunami and Everest regions, enabling  
community groups to use local materials creatively to make unique products to sell both 

locally and internationally. In order to build on this success, the focus for 2011 has  
been on introducing new, high quality designs and developing appropriate techniques 

and premises for production.

Transforming lives in remote rural areas

Ethical textile and product designer Laura Vann joined the UK team. Her aim is to enhance 
the current product ranges by introducing new designs to maximise their marketability, whilst staying 
true to the traditions and crafts of each country. With several years’ experience working with local artisans 
in Cambodia, Laura will spend some time researching the projects, countries and textiles available before 
implementing her designs. 

Just as new design briefs arrived with Shoba women’s society in Sri Lanka, so did the heavy 
monsoon rains, which contributed towards the roof collapsing at the gallery. This was a double blow for 
the women’s society as the gallery is not only their point of sales, but also provides a training facility for the 
groups. Fortunately no-one was hurt, but it was going to take some time to re-build.

Expanding on the 
success of other groups in Tamil Nadu, South 
India, a garland group is established, utilising 
delicate local flowers. These beautiful 
traditional garlands play an important role 
in society and are successfully being sold in 
the local district for weddings, funerals and 
cultural ceremonies. 

An innovative method of extracting nettle 
fibre via steaming has been discovered and 
successfully trialled by a nettle group in 
Nepal. Steaming the nettle stems is found to 
extract almost seven times more fibre than 
the traditional method, uses less fuel-wood, 
is less time-consuming and produces better 
quality, stronger fibre. 

Big Lottery Monitoring 
Officers visited nine beneficiary groups 
in Tamil Nadu, South India. The women 
in these groups were all affected by 
the Tsunami and face economic and 
social hardship, including widows, 
mothers and those from the lowest 
castes. The women described how the 
group organisation had helped 

January

February 

 March

April

May 

Transrural Trust 2011 – A Year at a Glance

Continued

www.transrural.org www.shopattransrural.org



A new design for banana 
fibre mats is proudly achieved in India. 
These women have skillfully hand-woven 
the mats from raw fibre which is taken from 
the trunk after the banana tree is cut down. 
It is hoped that this versatile new design 
will ensure fair returns for their hard work. 
Designer Laura Vann said ‘Banana fibre is 
very strong and has a beautiful natural 
colour, so they could even be used for 
decorative purposes around the home.’

The Tok Mueng Batik group in Thailand last year received a prestigious award from the Royal 
Crown Princess in recognition of their contribution in preserving Thai Culture through Batik Art. They 
continue to be very active with participation in various events organised by different groups and have also 
won second prize in batik design and received 3,500 Baht for the group’s revolving fund.

In Nepal the traditional method of spinning the nettle fibre is not only slow, but also 
contributes to bronchial problems due to inhalation of micro-fibres. Transrural has therefore sponsored the 
workshop testing of appropriate technologies for cutting, opening, carding, drawing and spinning, adapted to 
the unique characteristics of the nettle fibre. Results are highly promising, and field testing is planned for 2012.
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This lady 
in Southern India is demonstrating 
how coconut leaves are plaited to 
make thatch sheets that are then 
sold to be used as roofing, as well 
as screens to segregate areas on 
the ground. The women involved 
in this project are still suffering the 
aftermath of the Tsunami, which 
devastated so many lives. By learning 
this new skill, they have gained some 
control over their lives and the ability 
to earn an income and pay off debts. 

 September

them. A disabled woman explained that the group had given her  ‘the opportunity 
to earn an income for the fist time in her life’ whilst an older woman described the 
project as ‘a vital lifeline.’  In their report the monitoring officers stated the project was 
‘empowering, inclusive and making a positive difference to women’s lives.’ 
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Transrural has funded a new storage and production room for the washing powder 
group in Tamil Nadu, India. As the women worked from home, there were concerns about the powder 
being accessible to their children. This successful enterprise is able to undercut the price of international 
brands, and the women users find that less of the self-help group product is needed to do the job, saving 
vital rupees among a network of women users.

Shoba women’s society 
was finally able to re-open its doors this 
month, to both the public and the women’s 
groups who meet there. With a new roof and 
some internal refurbishment, Shoba can now 
concentrate on their new designs for cushions 
and crafts, aimed at the tourist market. 

The installation of a life-changing 18 kilowatt community based 
micro-hydro project in Nepal becomes a reality. It took 16 men three days to carry this 350kg 
transformer from Tumlingtar airstrip to Lakuwa village, where there are no roads and there is 
constant risk of landslides during the rainy season. This exciting development is providing low 
energy lighting to 127 households in the evening and early morning, and will power labour 
saving devices, such as spinning machines by day. Trevor Lucey, who visited the site, said: ‘The 
community are over the 
moon to have electricity 
for the first time, and 
send their thanks to 
those who generously 
contributed financially. 
What impressed me most 
was the highly-organised 
participation of the 
villagers, in 12 teams, who 
contributed their labour 
for nothing. 25 households 
that dropped out in the 
early stages because they 
felt it would never work 
are now in discussion 
with the construction 
committee to negotiate 
getting connected’.
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